When’s the last time we thanked God for the blessing of being able to go to church?
Has the comfort of your recliner ever tempted you to stay home from church because you don’t feel great or you’re
really tired? Yeah, I suspect I'm not the only one. Sometimes we become so accustomed to our routines that we take
things for granted and forget how blessed we are to go to church. God’s sent several visuals over the past few months to
remind me of that ...

On this particular Sunday morning, I noticed something at the start of the service that touched my heart. Supported by
her husband’s hand under her arm, a sweet lady I’d never seen before walked slowly in the door and sat at the end of
our row. Her turban made it obvious that she was undergoing a major health situation, punctuated by the oxygen tank
that was her accessory that morning. I could tell that the walk into the building had exhausted her.

It brought tears to my eyes to realize what an effort it had been for her to get there. I saw church through her eyes that
morning—the comfort, the strength and the hope that she could cling to for the days ahead.

On another Sunday, I noticed a dear man who’s attended our church for many years. He’s in a wheelchair now, and it’s a
slow process for him to get from his car into the building. I watched him one service as he laboriously moved from his
chair to one of the seats. I was tired just from watching the effort that it took. I can’t even imagine how long it takes him
to get ready to come to church, but he’s there every Sunday.

And then there’s the visual from several months ago that moves me to tears every time I think about it. A missionary
had just returned from another country far around the world. It was one of those countries where expressing your faith
meant that your family would disown you, and sometimes it even meant a death sentence.

As the missionary shared slides from his time there, there was one picture that is now etched in my mind and heart
forever. It showed an older man with no legs sitting on the hot sand. The missionary said, “Thisis _________ on his
way to church. It takes him many hours to get there as he sits on the sand and pushes with the stumps of his legs,
making it a foot or so at a time, repeating the process over and over until he gets there.”

Scooting to church on the sand.

Oh my, sweet friends! When’s the last time that we were that inspired to get to church? When’s the last time we thanked
God for the blessing of hearing the sermons, for the ability to see the words on the big screens and for the legs to walk
into the building with ease?

Will you join me today in thanking Him for the priceless blessing of going to church?
Copied from Guidepost.com, written by Michelle Cox
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Supply Pastors
We welcome and thank Pastor Wayne Shelkshon and Stuart for leading
worship for the month of May. They will be alternating Sundays. The
synod office is reaching out to two possible interim pastors who would
start on June 1*. Please pray for Pr. Wayne and Stuart as they prepare to
lead us and pray for the interim pastor to come. May God continue to
guide us through this transition time.

Sunday School

Thank you to everyone who has stepped up to teach Sunday School. If
you have any questions or would be willing to volunteer to teach please
sign up on the bulletin board or contact Morgan Wertz 309-635-0089

Bible Study

Bible study will be on hold until we have an interim pastor. Once they
are settled we will discuss starting a Bible study for the summer!
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Women’s Circle Dates
Quilters: May 4™ and 18™
JoAnna: May 7
Esther: May 26" in the Bishoff Room




Mark Your Calendars!

Mark your calendars now for July 18th to help with Peoria's Pride
Fest! This is such a fun event and we need your help! St Paul will
have it's own booth at the festival again this year. Watch for details
on how you can help and participate in this wonderful event.

Glow Wild at the Peoria Zoo!

New lanterns have arrived at the Peoria Zoo! We will be heading to
the Zoo to see them on Sunday May 17'". We will meet outside the
main entrance of the Zoo at 6pm. Tickets will be $18 for adults (13+)
and $12.50 for children 1-12. We will order group tickets. Please sign
up on the bulletin board by May 10™. Tickets will be ordered the
morning of May 11", Payment should be made to the office. If writing
a check please make it out to St. Paul Lutheran and in the memo
write Glow fest at the Zoo. We’re looking forward to a fun evening
out with our St. Paul Family!

Game Night - Jeopardy Time!

Grab your team and lets get together for a night of Jeopardy! On
Wednesday May 13™ we will meet in the Bess Room at 6pm. Let’s
have a taco bar for dinner! Please sign up on the bulletin board with
your name and what you will bring.
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Request from Kyle
Did you know that out back there is a grape vine that is original
to this property? He is looking for someone who has some
knowledge about taking care of the vines. Can you or someone
you know help out with making them more productive? Please
let the church office or Kyle know.
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Council Highlights

Carol Frietsch reported on the computer hack and the fact
that all steps had been followed and the account is secure.

The property committee is looking to make a few repairs that
should be completed in the parsonage before our new pastor
arrives.

There was a great turnout for the Breakfast with the Easter
Bunny. 72 people attended.

The Ministry Site Profile Committee is nearly ready to fill out
and submit the forms for the process of finding a new pastor.

Finance Committee
March income: $15,033.38
March expenses: $57,769.76
Any questions about these figures please contact the finance Committee

MSP Update

We are getting close! The MSP team is working dilligently on the
final questions for our Ministry Site Profile. Our goal is to be able to
present the final form to the council at their next meeting on May
18™ Once the final form is submitted to the ELCA we will be able to
form our call committee and begin to receive potential candidates
for our next pastor. Thank you for all of your help and support.
Please keep the MSP team, the future call committee, and whoever

God is calling to lead us in your prayers.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Saturday
26 27 28 29 30 1 2
10:00am —11:00am Worship 6:00pm Supper Club -- 9:30am —11:30am Esther | 10:00am —2:00pm 9:00am —-12:00pm
11:15am —12:00pm Sunday School Last Chance Bar and Circle Faithful Creations Clothing Closet Open
Gril 10:30am —12:00pm TOPS
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10:00am —11:00am Worship 10:00am —12:00pm 10:30am —=12:00pm TOPS | 5:00pm -9:00pm Gems 9:00am -3:00pm GEMS
11:15am —12:00pm Sunday School Quilting (Bischoff) of the Prairie (Bischoff) Workshop
7:00pm —9:00pm JoAnna
Circle
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
10:00am —11:00am Worship 10:30am —12:00pm TOPS | 6:00pm Game Night --
11:15am —12:00pm Sunday School 5:30pm Finance Jeopardy Style
Committee
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
10:00am —11:00am Worship 10:00am —-12:00pm 10:30am —12:00pm TOPS
6:00pm Glow Wild at Peoria Zoo Quilting (Bischoff)
5:30pm Church Council
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
10:00am —11:00am Worship 9:30am -11:30am Esther | 10:00am —2:00pm
Circle Faithful Creations

10:30am —12:00pm TOPS

6:30pm —8:30pm Scouts
31 1 2 3 4 5 6

10:00am —11:00am Worship

10:00am —12:00pm
Quilting (Bischoff)

10:30am —12:00pm TOPS

5:00pm -9:00pm Gems
of the Prairie (Bischoff)

7:00pm —9:00pm JoAnna
Circle

9:00am —-12:00pm
Clothing Closet Open
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